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Celbridge Heritage and Tourism Forum
c/o Vanessa Liston
48 Rockfield Court
Maynooth
Co. Kildare

Date: 16 January 2026

Re: Proposed construction of the Celbridge Hazelhatch Mobility Corridor
Celbridge Town, County Kildare

Dear Sir / Madam

An CoimisiOn Pleanala has received your recent submission in relation to the above mentioned
proposed development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter.

Please note that the proposed development shall not be carried out unless the Commission has
approved it with or without modifications.

If you have any queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersigned officer of the
Commission at laps@2pleanala.ie

Please quote the above mentioned An CoimisiCln Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Commission

Yours faithfully,

Rdn WG,kEy
Kevin McGettigan
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737263
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–-–Original Message-----
From: Vanessa Liston <vanessa.liston@gmall.com>
Sent: Monday 5 January 2026 12:21
To: LAPS <laps@pleanala.ie>
Subject: Submission on planning application ACP-323851-25

[You don't often get email from vanessa.liston@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk

Dear Secretary,

Please see attached observations on behalf of the Celbridge Heritage and Tourism Forum
relating to the Celbridge Hazelhatch Mobility
Corridor Section 177 AE Planning Application. Ref: ACP-323851-25.

Regards
Vanessa Liston

Chair

Celbridge Heritage and Tourism Forum
https://eur01.safelinks. protection. outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww .discovercelbridge.
ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ck.mcgettigan%40pleanala.ie%7Cf683 1 2972b7 1 4145c62b08de4
c782c94%7Cda4b02cb99534ab9abd9bcfe6c687ebb%7C0%7C0%7C63903227648 1 499255
%70Unknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXBOeUI hcGkiOnF:ydWUsl IYiOilwLjAuMDAwMCls
lIAiOiJXaW4zMilsl kFOljoiTWFpbClsl IdUljoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yYFYY
HdCvZ'/,2Bmo%2BMjVefm9Er6Q2usyftQSsuhPcY3P14%3D&reserved=0 1
https://eur01.safelinks. protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww .swiftandvanessa.
com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ck.mcgettigan%40pleanala.ie%7Cf6831 2972b714145c62b08d
e4c782c94%7Cda4b02cb99534ab9abd9bcfe6c687ebb%7C0%7C0%7C63903227648 1 5202
18%7(;Unknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ FbXBOeU 1 hcGkiOnFRydWUsl IYiOilwLjAuMDAwM
Clsl IAiOiJXaW4zMiIslkFOIjoiTWFpbClslldUljoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qm
2kNdQH2zVPKZ9CnIftAGOTyulVIBFxMfuFnsqz8sE%3D&reserved=0
+353 86 1408681 1 info@swiftandvanessa.ie
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Celbridge Heritage and Tourism Forum
48 Rockfield Court

Maynooth, Co. Kildare

The Secretary,
Local Authority Projects Section,
An Coimisi6n Plean51a,

64 MarLborough Street,
Dublin 1, D01 V902

5th January 2026

Submission on the Cetbridge Hazethatch Mobility
Corridor Section 177 AE Planning Application

Ref: ACP-323851-25

Dear Secretary,

The Celbridge Heritage and Tourism Forum (CHTF), an F6ram Oidhreachta agus
Turas6ireachta ChiLL Droichid, is a community organisation established in 2015 with
the mission to secure, protect and enhance, the heritage of Celbridge, and quality of its

experience for residents and visitors, for current and future generations

We welcome the proposed development that will provide much needed infrastructure
in a way that supports the modal shift key to Celbridge’s sustainabLe development. We
also welcome the positive proposal and attention to ecological, heritage and cultural

aspects of the proposed development,

We would like to raise two key points that we feel are important from the perspective of
Celbridge’s unique built and natural heritage outlined in the submitted documentation.
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Design of iconic bridge to reflect significance of place
Firstly, the scheme passes through the former demesne lands associated with

Celbridge Abbey. The plans indicate that the bridge will not be visible from key vantage
points in this key heritage site. This is to be welcomed

However, the scheme nonetheless, will be visible from certain points in the demesne
and it also occupies a prominent place relative to the demesne. In this regard, there is

an opportunity for artistic design of an iconic bridge, within its current scope, to reflect
the stories and heritage of Celbridge Abbey in particular with regard to Jonathan Swift

and Esther van Homrigh ('Vanessa’).

Building tourism experiences is a key focus of the Forum, which is supported by

policies RE P15, RE P22, objective RE 031 of the Kildare County Development Plan in

highlighting tourism as a key economic opportunity for Celbridge. The bridge could be
enhanced as an artistic and cultural nod to the heritage of the sensitive and unique

place over which it is passing in Celbridge,

Celbridge celebrates the relationship of Jonathan Swift and Vanessa each year in an

annual cultural and arts festival, and this hugely significant piece of infrastructure
would help to provide a permanent iconic place marker and acknowledgement of the
importance of Celbridge in the literary output of Jonathan Swift both for the community
and visitors. It would be a lost opportunity not to enhance the significance of the place

in which the scheme is located with appropriate artistic design in a way that establishes

the bridge as an iconic cultural marker and enhances the unique place the bridge

occupIes

Attenuation ponds south of Celbridge Abbey as visual amenity

Secondly, the current plans suggests native and wildfLower planting around the

attenuation ponds 1 and 2 which is very welcome. However, the site is proposed to be
fenced in with security gates.

Given the location of the ponds within the former demesne lands associated with
Celbridge Abbey on the Liffey, the shortage of public amenities in Cetbridge, and the

move to creating a Liffey Valley Park and opening the Liffey banks for public amenity,

this space has an opportunity to be designed as a visual amenity for the community,

We suggest that the proposed attenuation basins (1 and 2), in addition to their drainage

function, are integrated with the scheme’s landscape design to provide visual amenity

as well as the proposed biodiversity value for the community. Public access could be



managed to reflect the operational and safety function of the basins. The area could, for
example, be integrated with adjacent walking/cycling routes through set-back viewing

areas and landscaping that provides a clear and safe separation from the water’s edge.

This approach would provide an important sensitive approach to its position in relation

to the demesne than an area solely with drainage function protected by security
fencing.

Both of these points would contribute to the sustainable development in the area in
which the proposed development is situated.

Thank you for your consideration of these points in your review of the Planning
Application for this important scheme for Celbridge.

Regards,

Vanessa Liston

Chair

Celbridge Heritage and Tourism Forum

www.di$covercelbridge.ie I www.swiftandvanessa .com
t: +353 86 1408681 1 info@swiftandvanessa.corn


